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Most Akamai University students are mid-career professionals capable of mature perspectives and reflection within their area of study.  Therefore, the University holds high expectations for the outcome of student study.

Courses are generally instructed via mentored independent study and external projects with assigned scholarly readings, individualized projects, and supervised field study activities.   The University expects students to establish a project oriented learning environment within their local community or wider professional environment to support the conduct of their studies.  Students are graded through review of oral or written examinations, scholarly papers, project reports and other appropriate assessments. 

At the outset of each course, the instructor will provide an individualized syllabus to guide the student’s progress through course.  Copies of the syllabus are sent to the Center Director for approval and the sent to the University headquarters for filing in the student’s permanent.  Final grades are never entered in the student’s records in the absence of a course syllabus.

	COURSE SYLLABUS INSTRUCTIONS


TITLE AND CREDIT FOR COURSE 
Enter here the course code, number and title and semester credit allocation for this course.  Consult the University headquarters for proper selection of course number.

PROGRAM HEADING BLOCK

Enter here the name of the center and the University’s name (Akamai University).  

AUTHOR AND REVISION DATE BLOCK

Enter here the name of the author and the date of last revision.   

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Enter here the course description.  Include, immediately following the description, the course restrictions and prerequisites and the names of assigned instructors. The course description should include a concise overview of the primary topics for learning for the course and information about the course delivery style that approximates the listing in the approved Study Plan.  Include any restrictions or limitations for course enrollment. The prerequisites should include the title of Akamai University courses and specific professional preparation or license.  Also include the full name of the course instructors.   

MODULE TOPICS   

Enter here a concise summary listing of the primary topics to be covered within the course.    

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Enter here the primary learning objectives for the course using a concise listing of competency (outcome) objectives and mentor expectations for student learning. The characteristics of effective learning objectives at Akamai University are those within which the student is expected to address the subject matter at the higher levels of cognition whereby they critically analyse, appraise, argue, critique, create, debate, defend, differentiate, discriminate, evaluate, judge, justify, predict, and critically reflect.
REQUIRED STUDY MATERIALS

List here in bibliographic format [APA format recommended] the required study materials for this course including assigned texts, secondary text materials, other recommended reading, learning materials and resources.  The instructor should specify the learning materials that will be submitted for online presentation or for “hard copy” transmittal to students in relation to this course.  List for the student, special materials and equipment they must acquire to complete certain elements of the course.  State here if bibliographies, website referrals, scholarly papers and other materials will be provided online or made available in hard copy from the instructor.  Under a separate heading, identify supplemental learning materials that may be of help to the student in independent study including bibliographies and useful Internet links.  

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

List the course assignments in chronological order, with reference to assigned learning materials.  Using a subtitle, clarify if the assignment is reading, a journal-writing task, a written examination, a course paper, student project or portfolio. Assignments related to reading, outside exploration, and projects should be clear and directive with all necessary instructions provided.  Integrate within the assignments opportunities for the student to apply new learning to real world situations within their professional environment or the wider community, as appropriate.  The instructor should clearly identify the types of individualization expected (or allowed) from the students with regard to completion of the course assignments.  

COURSE GRADING

Explain here what method(s) will be used to assess student learning outcomes. This must include at least a course paper, written essay examination, project report or portfolio submission (student’s original work) and an oral discussion of learning. Clarify how the course grade will be determined and which elements have what weight, using a table listing the percentage weights.  

Instructors are asked to remember that it is the higher levels of understanding that we wish to assess. They should observe for evidence of competency development including critical analysis, expert judgement, decision-making, reflective practice, and independent practice. Can the student use the learning creatively in addressing real world problems and situations?  

The instructor will assure the student achieves the ability to use and integrate contemporary theory and research across the learning experience and seek evidence of the adequacy of the student’s clinical skills. When projects and portfolios are used as the primary assignment, they should be accompanied by an oral examination of the facts.

The instructor should also grade the student on scholarliness, especially in the areas of writing, referencing, inquiry, concept formation, development and analysis, and critical thinking.  
SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Here list any special instructions not included elsewhere.  This section might include special communication expectations and instructions concerning telephone contacts.  Keep in mind that students are instructed they should complete the course within a minimum of 8 weeks and a maximum of 17 weeks from the start date.  Here you may wish to make mention of an expected student course completion timetable for the major elements of the course.  Indicate by which week they should be completing which element of the course, so they will have your expected timeline. 

	SAMPLE SYLLABUS


ELH 512: The Community College in American Higher Education (3 credits) 

Akamai University 

Center for Education and Literacy 

Author:  Dr. LaWanna Blount 

Revised: October 14, 2002 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is an overview of the organization, invention and historical development of the community college and its promise of educational opportunity in the American Higher Educational System.  Participants will explore current readings of the community college movement, teaching and learning in the community college, community college designs and current issues and trends within an administrative context.  

Prerequisites: Graduate standing 

Duration: Maximum course duration 17 weeks 

Restrictions: Open to graduate students in the School of Education 

COURSE TOPICS 

· The historical purpose and evolution of the community college 

· Students and staff of the community colleges 

· Governance and administration of the community college

· Trends in financing community colleges 

· Instruction in the community college

· Student services 

· Career and compensatory Education 

· Community Education 

· Collegiate transfer function of the community college 

· General education 

· Issues and trends and the social role of the community college 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

When participants have completed this module they will be able to:

1. Analyze the purpose, goals and expectations of the community college in its development in American Higher Education. 

2. Critically review characteristics and numbers of students, and current issues related to student enrollments in community colleges. 

3. Critically discuss the major issues surrounding community college faculty.  

4. Evaluate the various forms of governance and administration that have developed in the two-year college system. 

5. Summarize the trends and patterns of funding used for community colleges in the U.S. 

6. Analyze and discuss the issue of career education in community colleges. 

7. Critically review issues related to developmental education in Community Colleges. 

8. Apprise the issue of community education in community colleges.

9. Critically review the issues of the collegiate function of the community college. 

10. Develop a proposal how a community college could develop a General Education program.

11. Appraise the social role of the American Community College today. 

REQUIRED STUDY MATERIALS 

Required Textbook 

Arthur M. Cohen, Florence B. Brawer, THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1989 or 1996 editions.

Additional Required Reading 

Steven Brint and Jerome Karabel, THE DIVERTED DREAM, Community Colleges and the Promise of Educational Opportunity in America, 1900-1985, New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.

Supplemental Materials: Journals 

The Community and Junior College Journal 

Industrial Education 

Community College Review 

Community /Junior College Research Quarterly 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

Assignment #1: Initiate Communications  (Complete by end of Week 1) 

Carry out an introductory communication by email and telephone (if possible) with the course instructor within the first week of the course.  In collaboration with your course instructor begin the development of the course syllabus and a timeline for completion of your assignments.  Establish a collaborative action plan for ongoing communication and the overall conduct of the course.  

Assignment #2: Background and Students of Community Colleges (Complete by end of Week 2) 

Read Chapter 1 of Cohen Text, and Brint, The Diverted Dream, Chapter l.  Write a short one-page paper on the expectations and priorities in the founding of community colleges in the American Social Order. 

Assignment #3: Students and Faculty of Community Colleges (Complete by end of Week 4)

Read Chapters, 2 and 3 of Cohen.  Write a short paper (3 pages) addressing the issues related to either students, or faculty of the community college.

Assignment #4:Governance, Administration and Finances in Community Colleges  (Complete by end of Week 6) 

Read Chapters 4 and 5 of Cohen. Write a short paper (3 pages) on what you believe is the major issue facing Community Colleges in regard to finances, or in the governance and administration of Community Colleges for the future.  Send to Instructor. Continue reading Brint and Karabel, The Diverted Dream.

Assignment #5: Instruction, Student Services & Career Education  (Complete by end of Week 8)  

Read Chapters 6, 7, and 8 of Cohen.  Write a short paper (3 pages) on a current issue in Instruction, Student Services, or Career Education in Community Colleges.  Take a position the issue raised.  Send to Instructor for feedback. 
Assignment #6:  Developmental, Education, Community Education, and Collegiate Education  (Complete by end of Week 10) 

Read Chapters 9, 10 and 11 of Cohen and continue reading Brint, The Diverted Dream.  Write a summary statement, approximately 3 pages in length, on what you believe are the major issues of developmental education, community education, and transfer courses in community colleges.  Send to instructor.  

Assignment #7: General Education, The Social Role and Current Issues and Obligations of Community Colleges (Complete by end of Week 12) 

Read Chapters 12, 13, and 14 of Cohen, complete reading of Brint, The Diverted Dream.  Prepare a proposal for your major paper. Select your topic from the list and discuss briefly what you will do.  Write a brief beginning list of references or resources that you will use. The proposal should be approximately 1 1/2 pages.  Send to instructor. Your instructor will discuss your proposal with you.  Alternative topics must be approved. 

Assignment #8: Write a Book Review of Brint, The Diverted Dream (Complete by end of Week 14)

The book review should be approximately 5 pages in length and should encompass a brief summary and a clarification of your reactions to why Brint and Karabel consider the Community College a “diverted dream.”  Use subheading in your review. 

Assignment #9: Write Major Assignment (Complete by end of Week 16) 

Drawing upon your readings of the issues and problems facing many aspects of the Community College, select one of the topics below.  Prepare a comprehensive discussion of the topic and critically apply the broad conclusions to the improvement of a community college with which you are familiar.  Select a hypothetical name for your community college. 

Your paper should be appropriately sub-headed and referenced.   Your paper is to be approximately 3, 500 words.  You are required to utilize relevant books/reports, journal articles, and any information from the Internet. 

Priorities and Expectations of the Community College 

Governance and Administration of the Community College

Faculty Identity in the Community College 

Instruction in the Community College 

Students, Diversity and Numbers

Financing and Allocating Resources 

Student Services 

Career Education

Developmental Education 

Community Education 

General Education 

The Collegiate Function of Community Colleges, transfer and the liberal arts

Paper to be graded on, knowledge of the issue, depth of analysis, clarity and organization, and subheading and referencing.

COURSE GRADING

Assignment #1: Pass/Fail

Assignment #2:   7.5%

Assignment #3: 10.0%

Assignment #4: 10.0%

Assignment #5: 10.0%

Assignment #6: 10.0%

Assignment #7:   7.5%

Assignment #8: 20.0%

Assignment #9: 25.0%

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Telephone Contacts 

The student should initiate an initial telephone conference with the instructor within one week (two weeks at most) of enrollment to clarify a plan of action for the course.  This initial contact will help familiarize the student and instructor with one another, and permit the transmission of clear expectations for completion of course requirements. Periodic telephone interaction as required, at student’s expense, and should be continued for the duration of the course. 

Email Communication 

Frequent email communications between student and instructor should be initiated and continued for the duration of the course. Chat room sessions, and discussion groups, when available, can meet on a weekly basis. 

Alternative Communications 

Students may send communications and materials via postal service, as appropriate. 

Suggested Timeline

Students are expected to work according to the suggested timeline, as outlined, to assure that the coursework is finalized by the 16th week of the course. 

Assignment #1: complete by end of week #1

Assignment #2: complete by end of week #2

Assignment #3: complete by end of week #4

Assignment #4: complete by end of week #6

Assignment #5: complete by end of week #8

Assignment #6: complete by end of week #10

Assignment #7: complete by end of week #12

Assignment #8: complete by end of week #14

Assignment #9: complete by end of week #16

